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OPNAV INSTRUCTION 1770.2 
 
From:  Chief of Naval Operations 
 
Subj:  FLAG OFFICER SUPPORT OF NAVY HONORS FOR COMBAT AND 
       COMBAT RELATED CASUALTIES  
 
Ref:   (a) DOD Directive 1300.15 of 11 Jan 01 
 
1.  Purpose.  To promulgate policy and responsibilities for flag 
officer support of Navy honors for combat and combat-related 
casualties per reference (a). 
 
2.  Background.  Navy has a long tradition of honoring and 
recognizing Sailors who are killed in action, die while directly 
supporting combat operations, or are wounded in action.  The 
rendering of military funeral honors as a final tribute on 
behalf of a grateful Nation and the prompt recognition of those 
who suffer combat or combat-related wounds are paramount.   
 
3.  Policy.  A Navy flag officer shall represent the Chief of 
Naval Operations in support of honors for combat and combat-
related casualties.  A Navy flag officer shall: 
 

a.  Be present at the Continental United States (CONUS) port 
of entry for the arrival of the remains of each Sailor killed in 
action or who dies directly supporting combat operations.  

 
b.  Attend the funeral of each Sailor killed in action, each 

Sailor who dies directly supporting combat operations, and each 
Sailor who subsequently dies as a result of combat or combat-
related wounds. 

 
c.  Present posthumous combat or combat-related awards and 

decorations in conjunction with funeral honors.  
 
d.  Present combat or combat-related awards and decorations 

to each Sailor wounded in action as soon as practicable 
following medical evacuation to CONUS. 
 
4.  Responsibilities 
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a.  Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery shall keep the 

Director, Navy Staff; Commander, Navy Personnel Command (PERS-
62); and other appropriate offices informed about the timelines 
for the return of remains and medical evacuation of wounded 
Sailors to CONUS. 

  
b.  Commandant, Naval District Washington or his/her 

designated flag representative shall be present for the arrival 
of Sailor remains at Dover Air Force Base.  Regional Commanders 
or their designated flag representatives shall be present for 
the arrival of Sailor remains at other ports of entry, as 
applicable. 

 
c.  Chief of Naval Personnel shall designate a flag officer 

to attend the funeral of each Sailor killed in action, who dies 
directly supporting combat operations, or subsequently dies as a 
result of combat or combat-related wounds.  The identification 
and designation of the appropriate flag officer will be based 
upon availability, generally following the sequence below: 

 
    (1) Flag officer in command of, or who possesses 

tactical or operational control over the deceased member’s unit.  
 
    (2) Type Commander, Community Leader, or designated flag 

representative. 
 
    (3) Regional Commander or Chief of Naval Operations duty 

flag officer depending on the burial location.   
 
d.  Flag officers assigned to support funeral honors will 

contact Commander, Navy Personnel Command (PERS-62) which will 
coordinate with the applicable Region Casualty Coordinator and 
assigned Casualty Assistance Calls Officer (CACO) to provide 
specific funeral information. 

 
e.  Director, Navy Staff (DNS) shall ensure that pending 

combat or combat-related awards and decorations are processed 
expeditiously to support: 

 
   (1) Presentation to the next of kin during funeral 

honors.  DNS will ensure the assigned flag officer has all 
applicable awards and decorations prior to the funeral.   
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    (2) Presentation to Sailors wounded in action as soon as 
practical following medical evacuation to CONUS.  DNS will 
ensure that combat or combat-related awards are presented by an 
appropriate flag officer at bedside for hospitalized Sailors.   

 
 
f.  Travel expenses in support of funeral honors or to 

present awards and decorations to wounded in action will come 
from the affected flag officer's operating budget. 

 
 
        //s// 

  A. T. CHURCH III 
  Vice Admiral, U.S. Navy 
  Director, Navy Staff 
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